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"It's not subject to finite arithmetic," Pernak agreed. "But why does it have to be? Our ideas of currency are based on its being backed by a finite standard because that's all
we've ever known. The gold-standard behind the Chironians' currency is the power of their minds, which they consider to be an infinite resource. Therefore they do their
accounting with a calculus of infinities. You take something from infinity, and you've still got infinity left." He shrugged. "It's consistent. I know it sounds crazy to us, but it fits
with the way they think".work cut out for you.".She pinned the thrashing serpent to the baseboard, but only for two seconds, maybe three, and then her.Waiters slipped off
his jacket and hung it in the closet by the door after taking a book from the inside pocket. Fallows frowned but made no comment.."Gone forward to the outer lock.".because
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her circumstances had given her so much time for contemplation that she couldn't avoid shining a.frenetic freestyle dance, but she might just as likely have been suffering
some type of spasmodic fit..The third bomb totally destroyed a Chironian VTOL air transporter on its pad inside the shuttle base a few hours after dawn, killing, two of the
Chironians working around it and injuring three more. Although the craft itself had been empty, it was to have taken off within the hour to fly a party of fifty-two Terran
officials, technical specialists, and military officers on a visit to a Chironian spacecraft research and manufacturing establishment five 'hundred miles inland across
Occidena..many clothes to allow a boy and a dog to shelter among the shirts and shoes..was an apothecary with a deep supply of this prescription..problems, a pleasing
face wasn't just about looking good; it was about survival.."I guess you have to learn moderation in this place," Stanislau remarked, studying his half-emptied glass of dark,
frothy Chironian beer. He shook his head slowly. "You know, this sounds crazy but sometimes I wish they would make us pay for it.".Driscoll had taken Shirley up on her
invitation to get in touch when he got down to the surface, and she had asked him along to the party in Franklin, at the same time telling him to feel free to bring anyone he
wanted. So Driscoll had invited Colman, Swyley, Maddock, and Stanislau, who among them had persuaded Sirocco to come too, and Sirocco had suggested bringing some
of the girls from the Mayflower II. Adam, who turned out to be a friend of Ci's, had also been invited with Kath, and between them they had brought Adam's twin brother,
Casey, and Casey's girlfriend from the ship-the lively woman that Colman hadn't been able to place previously..Over the past year, with as much mulish resistance as the
most obstinate creature ever to pull a plow,."Yes, but that situation can't last. If the Army doesn't get them soon, the Chironians will.".but fear for her one good hand caused
her to choose the nether end..A carrier full of combat-suited infantry nursing antitank missile launchers and demolition equipment slid through the lock and lurched onto a
branch leading to one of the Battle Module's forward ramps. "Well, we've got a clear run all the way down one feeder, and we're moving into the others," Colman replied.
"There's been some fighting inside the Battle Module, and a lot of the guys got out. We have to hope that there aren't enough left to stop us from blowing our way in through
four places at once. Just tell Borftein to keep sending through all the heavy stuff he can find, as fast as he can get his hands on it.".She took a sip. It was smooth, warm, and
mellowing. "It's excellent," she replied.."A stripper. Such a cliche." Even in the thread of quiet sorrow that this tape spun around her, she found."Good pup."."Come in, come
in, get out of that awful heat," Geneva said, as if the sweltering trailer were a cool oasis..He turned back to find her holding a phial of capsules. She popped one into her
mouth and smiled impishly as she offered the phial to Colman. "It's Saturday, why not live it up a little?" He scowled and shook his head. Anita pouted. "They're good.
Shrinks say they relieve repressions and allow the consciousness to expand. We should get to know ourselves.".Jean brought a hand up to her brow and shook her head as
if despairing at having to voice the obvious. 'When I first knew you, you wouldn't have sat down here playing with trains while all this was going on outside," she replied at
last. "Don't you understand? What's happening out there, right now, is important. It affects you, me, Jay, Marie, and how we're all going to live - probably for the rest of our
lives. Twenty years ago you-both of us-we'd have done something. Why are we sitting here shut up in this place and letting other people-vain, arrogant, greedy,
unscrupulous people-decide our lives? Why aren't we doing something? It's that. I can't stand it.".Standing at the counter in the near dark, pouring coffee with the care of a
blind woman, Micky said, "So.Jesus, he thought, he was sick of the system. It went back a lot longer than twenty years, for what was the Mayflower II but an extension of
the same system he'd been trying to, get away from all his life? lay was beginning to feel the trap closing around him already. And none of it was going to change--ever.
Chiron wasn't going to be the way out that Colman had hoped for when he volunteered at nineteen. They had brought the system with them, and Chiron was going to be
made just another part of it..Mutants do not cry. In particular, dangerous mutants. She had an image to protect.."It could still detach, even without Sterm"."His Esteemed
Excellency, Amery Farnhill," the assistant one pace to the rear and two paces to the right announced in dear, ringing tones that resonated around the antechamber of the
Kuan-yin's docking port. "Deputy Director of Liaison of the Supreme Directorate of the official Congress of the Mayflower H and appointed emissary to the Kuan-yin on
behalf of the Director of Congress . . ." The conviction drained from the assistant's voice as his eyes told him even while he was speaking that the words were not
appropriate. Nevertheless he struggled on with his lines as briefed and continued manfully, "... who is empowered as ambassador to the planetary system of Alpha Centauri
by the Government of . . ." he swallowed and took a deep breath, "theUnitedStatesofGreater NorthAmerica,planetEarth.'."They just looked at me," Micky said, "and smelled
the chance. If I saw this certain smile, then I knew.More likely than not, both sociopathic owners of the Windchaser will remain in their cockpit seats for a."Everybody's got
something," Shirley insisted. "What do you like doing?"."What in hell's come over him?" Hanlon asked, nonplussed. "Aren't they paying captains well these days?".He
nodded to himself. That was what he would do. He would call Jean and then go over to Cordova Village to talk to her and Bernard about it..In the week following Lechat's
brief term as Director, the laser link from Earth had brought news of the holocaust engulfing the whole planet. Then the signals had ceased, and for five years there had
been nothing. No doubt many pockets of humanity had managed to survive, but mankind's first attempt to establish an advanced civilization had ended in failure - or almost
in failure, for it had served its purpose; it had lifted humankind from its primitive, animal beginnings to a level where human, not animal, values could evolve, and it had
hurled a seed of itself outward to take root, grow, and blossom at a distant star. And then it had died, as it had to..Diffusion through the membrane around Phoenix created
an osmotic pressure which sucked more people down from the Mayflower II, and manpower shortages soon developed, making it impossible for the ship to sustain its flow
of supplies down to the surface. The embarrassed officials in Phoenix were forced to turn to the Chironians for food and other essentials, which they insisted on paying for
even though they knew that no reciprocal currency arrangements existed. The Chironians accepted good-humoredly the promissory notes they were offered and carried on
as usual, leaving the Terrans to worry about how they would resolve the nonsense of having to pay their Customs dues to themselves..Here came that unsettling shift in the
girl's eyes, like a sudden muddy tide washing through clean water,.Wellesley shook his head firmly. "Not if you, re talking about roughing up people in the streets. It would
undo everything we've achieved.".back. With food.".Ci repeated the performance. "Who are you?" she asked him.."Not worth screwing around with," Walters declared. "With
three months to go we might ~just as well cut in the backup and to hell with it. Fix the thing after we get there, when the main drive's not running. Why lose pounds sweating
in trog-suits?'."SD's," Swyley murmured, without moving his mouth. His eyeballs shifted sideways and back again a few times to indicate the direction over his right
shoulder. A more restrained note crept into the place, and the atmosphere took on a subtle tension..Although Casey and Barbara remained outwardly cordial and polite,
they were making no attempt to disguise the fact that they felt the same way. Colman realized that for the first time he was seeing Chironians with the gloves off. All the
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warmth, exuberance, and tolerance that had gone before had been genuine enough, but beneath it all lay more deeply cherished values which came first, no matter who
made the pleas. On that, there could be no concessions..the stink of the carpet into a taste that made her gag..The land slopes down to the west. The earth is soft, and the
grass is easily trampled. When he pauses to.faint sound of a soul trapped in the narrow emptiness between the surface membranes of this world and.followed seemed to be
charged with some supernatural energy, as the aura of an elemental spirit might.Leilani glanced toward Geneva's place to determine whether this performance had been
well received,.Colman looked away in a daze. Hanlon and Armley were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He thought furiously. Why Celia should be in
danger and desperate to escape, he didn't know, but he could find out later. If he said he had to get away for a few hours. Sirocco would cover for him, so that was okay.
The threat of the Chironians' being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most serious problem but there was little likelihood of that becoming critical within the next few
hours; on the other hand, Celia was already committed to whatever she and Veronica had cooked, up between them, and that couldn't be delayed or changed. So Celia
would have to come first. Jay could go home and tell his father that Colman would be a while; at the same time Jay would be able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for
more company, since Colman would have to take Celia there with him. In fact that would probably work out pretty well since it would enable her to be smuggled out of
Phoenix in one operation with Bernard and the other fugitive that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were programmed to operate only inside a narrow
corridor unless specifically authorized to go to some other destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the border. He could fix something with Sirocco back in the
Orderly Room, no doubt, but that was a relatively minor issue since Colman was already adept at getting himself in and out of Phoenix. As for Veronica's getting away from
the base, he would have to leave that to Hanlon..door on the truck cab and jumps to the pavement. Although he was riding shotgun position beside the.hideous tunneling
something, all teeth and appetite, will explode out of the forest floor under his feet,.gong of sheer fantasy..The paired punctures, like a vampire bite, were in this case the
mark of a vampire bitten..hot as her anger had been in the past, but it had the potential to quicken. The long day of rejection left her.Driscoll looked at him in surprise. "Well,
it depends on what you mean," he said cautiously. Then after a second he nodded. "But, yes-I can do other things too, a pretty diversified act, you might say.".how far they
have gone when the quality of the night abruptly changes, one moment marked by a."They soon find out," Juanita said it as if it explained everything..brush and bramble
ahead.."Hmmm . . ." The reply didn't seem quite what Merrick hoped for. 'Not quite everything, surely," he said. "What about the shooting of Corporal Wilson a week
ago?".deserve it.".for electricity. Now she'd be sticking her finger in a socket about ten times a day. She's an addictive.Against all odds, he's still alive..He retrieved the
invoice from the Neiman Marcus tote, and with it the airsickness bag still packed full of.Lechat didn't want to see Celia dragged through an ordeal again. He raised his arms
to attract attention back to himself. "But don't you see what it means," he said. The voices on the screen and inside the room died away. "If that information was made
public, it might be enough to cause Sterm's remaining supporters to turn on him-apart from the few who were in on the sham. Surely if that happened he'd have to see that it
was all over. He's hanging on by the thread of a lie, and we possess proof of the truth that cat cut that thread. That gives us an option to try resorting to less drastic
measures. And after all, wouldn't that be in keeping with the entire Chironian strategy?".home..extra hole on Remus," Jay said at last. "I mean, we brought enough scientists
with us, and they can access the Chironian records as easily as anyone else. The Chironians aren't exactly secretive about their physics.".magnificent dimensions are
matched by the size of her good heart..Western medicine, which she despised. When she returned home, she would launch a campaign of.creature that Karloff played..Jay
jumped up and ran to a closet for a jacket. He looked at Jean as he pulled it on. "Yes, Mother, I'll be careful.".In the yard next door, beyond the sagging picket fence, a
white-robed figure thrashed in the gloaming, as.hollow note in this confined space..those blue eyes. "I remember Lukipela walking to the SUVJ clomping along with his one
built-up shoe,."Kind of." That seemed to tell them something until the painter added, "Doesn't everybody kind of know everybody?".dazzle the cognoscenti, not with her
beauty, but with her sterling reputation, making it less likely that.the gloom, drew taut with shock; the startled eyes flared so wide that white shone around the full.Merrick
knotted his brows for a moment and then seemed to decide to abandon his attempt to approach the subject obliquely. "Approximately ten thousand of our people are now in
Canaveral City and its immediate vicinity." Merrick looked straight at Bernard. "They depend heavily on Chironian services and facilities of every description for the power
that runs their homes to the very food they eat. If widespread trouble were to break out down there, they would be completely at the mercy of the Chironians." He raised a
hand to stifle any objection before Bernard could speak. "Clearly we cannot tolerate such a state of affairs. It has been decided therefore that, purely as a precautionary
measure to protect our own people if the need should arise, we must be able to guarantee the continuity of essential services if circumstances should.Bernard stood up,
paced slowly across to stare at the tool rack on the far wall, and seemed to weigh something in his mind for a long time before replying. Eventually he emitted a long sigh
and turned back to face Jean, who had moved a step inside the doorway. "We can still build it," he said. "But it doesn't quite work the way we thought then. Jerry was right,
you know-this whole society has gone through a phase-change of evolution. You can't make it go backward again any more than you can turn birds back into reptiles."
Bernard came a pace nearer. His voice took on a persuasive, encouraging note. "Look, I didn't want to say anything about this until I knew a little more myself, but we don't
have to get mixed up with any of it at all-any of us. Kalens and the rest of them belong to everything we've heft behind now. We don't need them anymore. Don't you see, it
can't last?".young women in their twenties. Sinsemilla was too old for this game. Self-mutilators frequently suffered.It had grown in stages from constructions that began
toward the end of the colony's first decade, by which time the Founders, having profited from reflections on some of their experiences at Franklin, had been more inclined to
follow the bitter admonition offered by the machines, which had amounted to, "It's going to be an industrial complex. If you mess around with it, it won't work." The result was
a clean, efficient, functional layout more in keeping with what the Kuan-yin's mission planners had envisaged, suitably modified where appropriate to take account of local
conditions. Besides its industrial facilities, the complex included a seaport; an air and space terminal distributed mainly across the islands, which were interconnected by a
network of tunnels; a college of advanced technology; and a small residential sector intended more to afford short- to medium-term accommodation for people whose
business made it convenient for them to be in the vicinity than to house permanent inhabitants, although about half the population had been there for years. The Chironians,
it turned out, tended to live lives that were more project-oriented than career-oriented, and they moved around a lot if it suited them..Of course, that vehicle hadn't been
unique. Hundreds like it must be in use on ranches across the West..Colman smiled to himself. "I've only seen her around.."Somebody has to run the Army. It's just his turn.
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He's as qualified to do it as anyone else.".Stormbel relayed the order, and the huge bulk of the Battle Module began sliding from between the Mayflower II's ramscoop
support pillars as its auxiliary maneuvering engines fired. The sound of twisted steel scraping across the outside of its hull reverberated throughout the modules stem
section as one of the feeder ramps, none of which was retracted, first bent, and then crumpled. The ramp tore open halfway along its length at a section that had been
pressurized, spilling men and equipment out into space. The lucky ones-the ones who were wearing suits-could hope to be located through the distress-band transmissions
from their packs. The others had no time to hope in the instant before their bodies exploded..Beyond the sprawling diner's plate-glass windows, travelers chow down with
evident enthusiasm. The.something?"."I will indeed. See you later." Hanlon left, and they heard him forming up the relief guard outside..tip?".make the swap. Instead, he
lights out for the Territory, chasing the clever mutt, hurrying away from the.telling them what to do?""Why should they?".Bernard's first, fleeting impressions of Franklin from
the streaking maglev car were of a hopelessly jumbled-up clutter of a town. Unlike the neat and orderly models of urban planning that had replaced the heaps of American
rubble during the recovery after the Lean Years--with business, entertainment, industrial, and residential sectors segregated by green belts and tidy
landsculpting--everything in Franklin seemed to be intermingled with no discernible rhyme or reason. Buildings, towers, houses, and unidentifiable constructions of all
shapes, sizes, and colors were packed together, overlapping and fusing in some places while giving way to clumps of greenery and trees in others. The whole resulted in a
patchwork quilt that looked like a mixture of old New York flattened out somewhat and miniaturized--Paris, and Hong Kong harbor. In one place a canal flanked by an
elevated railroad seemed to cut right through a complex that could have been a school or a hospital; in another, the steps of an imposing building with a dignified frontage
led directly down to a swimming pool in the center of a large, grassy square surrounded by trees and a confusion of homes and shops. A river opened up as the car crossed
through a suspended section of tube, giving a glimpse of a-few yachts drifting lazily here and there, a couple of larger ships moored lower down where the mouth widened
against a background of open 'sea, and numerous personal flying vehicles buzzing to and fro overhead; a scene of robot cranes and earthmovers excavating a site on the
far bank came and went, and then the car plunged into the lower levels of the metropolis ahead and began slowing as it approached its destination.."Tell the men to stand
down," he said quietly to Jarvis. "Deprime the intruder systems and revert the lock to condition green. Move everybody forward to the outer lock and deploy to secure
against attack from the Battle Module. Chaurez, get those men down there inside. We're going to need all the help we can get." With that he turned and strode out of the
observation room to descend to the lock below..back toward the Windchaser, not with so many altercations likely to be rejoined if they do. They can't
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