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chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up his shoes walking round Andanden on the cruel roads of black lava. The soles were worn right through, and his
feet ached with the icy damp of the marsh paths..Down in their tiny cabin Dragonfly sat waiting for him, solemn as ever but her eyes blazing with excitement. "We'll go
ashore in the morning," he repeated to her, and she nodded, acceptant..and finally to promise him, swearing on his own true and secret name, that if he learned the.It was
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true. He knew her name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His thought could not hold it. His knowledge could not use it. His tongue could not say
it..gone on past .. . that possibility . . .".He looked up into the darkness. After a while he moved his good hand a little, and the faint light.had slept there had slept peacefully.
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paid well. Better than copper, maybe, if the beasts fare well!"."What should I do?" he said aloud after a while.."Di," she said, and he looked up. His face was still round and a
bit peachy, though the bones were.The wind rattled the dry leaves on the scrub-oak bushes. The sun was behind the hill, and clouds."Which district?".She looked up at him,
her sharp, strong face softened by the shadowy lantern-light. "If it was.Long Dance, the celebration of the solstice of summer..off with a juggler, I heard?".its eggs and rear
the drakelets. The small, barren islets of the farthest West Reach suffice for."It was only a beast healer's manual," Crow admitted, when they were sailing on and he had
calmed.nations in our kaleidoscopic atlases, and some are more enduring..moment, and then turned aside and ran lightly down a long, steep slope into darkness..THIS IS
THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred years ago in Berila, on.not a wonderful thing," he went on, drawing Otter away and back down the
spiral stair, "how from.Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant,.mastered. Only then, he said, can your teachers begin to
tell you what to do with it, what good it.him I'd retire" he said. "I think I'll do that myself.".are no gods, no cults, no formal worship of any kind. Ritual occurs only in traditional
offerings."I don't care about that."."He lived always on Roke, for it's there that all knowledge of magic comes and is kept. And he had."How's that?" she said. "You are. You
have to be. Everybody is. What do you say? Shall.faded and then darkened into grey as clouds swept again across the mountain and hid the
rising.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (59 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM]."I ran away.".spell that
would hide him from them all..and the other myths and hero-stories, and in the preservation of crafts and skills: among them the.all he had learned about Roke was that the
Hand was there, and a school where they taught.Birch was sending a carter down to Kembermouth with six barrels of ten-year-old Fanian ordered by.shadows, trembling
with speed and trailing long streaks of flame, their signal lights; then the.the sunshine of morning with his arms in the air..changing," he mumbled at last..Of late, entering
always deeper into the mysteries of a certain lore-book brought back from the Isle of Way by one of Losen's raiders, Gelluk had become indifferent to most of the arts he
had learned or had discovered for himself. The book convinced him that all of them were only shadows or hints of a greater mastery. As one true element controlled all
substances, one true knowledge contained all others. Approaching ever closer to that mastery, he understood that the crafts of wizards were as crude and false as Losen's
title and rule. When he was one with the true element, he would be the one true king. Alone among men he would speak the words of making and unmaking. He would have
dragons for his dogs.."Then to me you are Silence," the wizard said. "You can sleep in the nook under the west window. There's an old pallet in the woodhouse. Air it. Don't
bring mice in with it." And he stalked off towards the Overfell, angry with the boy for coming and with himself for giving in; but it was not anger that made his heart pound.
Striding along-he could stride, then-with the seawind pushing at him always from the left and the early sunlight on the sea out past the vast shadow of the mountain, he
thought of the Mages of Roke, the masters of the art magic, the professors of mystery and power. "He was too much for 'em, was he? And he'll be too much for me," he
thought, and smiled. He was a peaceful man, but he did not mind a bit of danger.."But I know I have -I have something to do, to be. That's why I wanted to come here. To
find out. On the Isle of the Wise."."Why can't I give myself my own true name?" Dragonfly asked, while Rose washed the knife and her.As for Crow, unable to part with the
Book of Names even for a month, he sent for his own books.struggled against it. A man of power had come to heal the cattle, another man of power. But a.her ear.
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